
Buckden’s School 
Curriculum Journey



Development of the curriculum for the 21st Century

We started with some questions:

• What is important to us as a school, that our children leave 
us with?

• How can we best equip our pupils for the next phase of their 
education? 

• Is our curriculum relevant to our pupils today?



Research and looking beyond what we 
know

• Reading & Research 

• Knowledge versus skills ?

Thrive
Valarie Hannon

Trivium Martin Robinson

Transform Teaching and Learning 
through talk

Amy Gaunt & 
Alice Stott

How to be a Peaceful School Anna Lubelska

The Learning Rainforest Tom Sherrington

Closing the Vocabulary Gap Alex Quigley

The Curriculum: Gallimaufry to 
Coherence

Mary Myatt

One Student at a time Fernando Reimers

Empowering Students to Improve 
the World in Sixty Lessons

Fernando Reimers



What are the skills we want our pupils to 
have outside the curriculum content?

• Question - what skills will 
help our pupils beyond the 
primary classroom?

• Looking at the skills our 
pupils have entering school

• Investigate a framework –
Skills Builder Framework

Listening Leadership Presenting

Problem 

Solving 
Creativity

Staying 

Positive

Aiming 

High
Teamwork 



Starting with 
the ‘Thrive 
Model’
Using the thrive model started 
to question, the content of the 
curriculum and how relevant it 
was for our children and their 
future.  Considering mental 
health.



We considered content.

What makes a learner in the 21st

Century?
17 Sustainable Development Goals 
set by the United Nations to be 
achieved by 2030 



Curriculum as a Church School 
As a Church school and considering the new SIAMS 
framework we also considered the following under 
‘Our Christian Inspiration’

• Educating for Wisdom, Knowledge and Skills
• Educating for Hope and Aspiration
• Educating for Community and Living World 

Together
• Educating for Dignity and Respect

How would our new curriculum interweave the above 
aspects as well?



Developing a strap line to our ethos/vision

SIAMS Framework 
• Further to the SIAMs 

Framework training there are 
three areas we need to 
consider when planning the 
curriculum. 

• Theology 

• Philosophy

• Social and Human Sciences

A balanced approach to 
curriculum design

• Think it (Philosophy)

• Believe it (Theology)

• Live it (Social & Human 
Sciences)



Our 
strap line





Ideas into practise – What next?
Ideas were formulated, so we looked as a leadership 
team to how to implement this great idea.

We planned our school curriculum over a two year 
rolling programme.

Years 1,3 & 5 cover 8 goals one year
Year 2,4 & 6 cover 8 other goals in one year.

We incorporated Skills Builder and the Rights 
Respecting the Child Curriculum into our School 
Curriculum.

We also ensured that we were closely aligned to the 
National Curriculum.



Planning & 
Brainstorming 

Basic planning 
format of what 
subjects went into 
what themes.

Considered which 
year groups should 
do which goals so 
that there was an 
even spread of goals 
which are repeated 
bi-annually



Resources – how to plan and what we did



Resources 

We made links with Skills 
Builder partnership with 
have a complete framework 
of progression of skills 

Resources 



Voice 21 and the Oracy Framework
Based on the book ‘Closing the Vocabulary Gap’, 
as a school we considered the teaching of oracy
in that happens in our school.  We identified an 
Oracy lead and began work with Voice 21 and 
looked at developing Oracy opportunities in our 
school and to weave them through the 
curriculum.



Our work with Voice 21





In and around school so far
Examples of some of the work we are 
doing in and around school. 





We have also …
• Developed our own version of 

knowledge/skills organisers for 
each goal taught

• Continue to build the long term 
plans to show progression 

• Ensure that tracking and 
assessment is in place to show 
impact

• Ensure delivery of a vocabulary 
rich curriculum.

• Added knowledge points to help 
embed the learning for our 
children

We continue to evaluate 
our School Curriculum 
to ensure it moves with 
the times and is the best 
Educational offer it can 
be. 


